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POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICES.

COMPULSORY NOTIFICATIO(N BY MEDICAL MEN.
AT a meeting of the medical men resident in Hastings and St.
Leonard's, held at the Infirmary on January 16th, to consider certain
clauses relating to the compulsory notification of infectious diseases
in the proposed new^ local Act, the following resolutions were
carried.

First resoltution, proposed by Dr. Bagshaw e, seconded by Mr.
Hoadley Gabb, and carried unianimoously:

"That this meeting of medical men resident in Hastings hereby
records its unanimous and decided objectioni to the compulsory notifi-
cation of ilnfectious disease by the medical attendant, as proposed to
be enacted in the Hastings Corporation Bill. This meeting considers
that Clause 4 of Section 274 violates the sanctity of the professional
relationship which subsists between doctor and patient, by placing the
dloctor in the position of an informier."
Second resoltution, proposed by Dr. Penhall, seconded by Dr. Allen,

anid carried with one dissentient:
" That this meeting considers that *the Clauses 1 and 2 of Section

274 (householder niotification) have been shown, by the experience of
other towns, to be not only useless, but also mischievous, as leading
to the actual concealment of disease, by lpreventing the early calling
in of medical aid."
A deputation was appointed at the same meeting to confer with the

Committee of the Town Council on Tuesday, January 20th.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.-Dur ing the. week ending the 3rd
instant, 6,887 births and 4,195 deaths were registered in the twenty-
eight large English towns, including London, dealt with in the
Registrar-General's weekly return, which have an estimated popula-
tion of 8,762,354 persons. The annual rate of mortality per 1,000
persons living in these towns, which had declijned in the four preced-
ing weeks from 24.4 to 20.2, rose to 25.0. The rates in the
several towns, ranged in order from the lowest, were as follow:-
Hudderstield, 20.0; Plymouth, 20.0; Portsmouth, 21.2; Derby, 21.4;
Bristol, 21.8; Halifax, 21.8; Sunderland, 22.0; B3olton, 22.0; Hull,
22.2; Sheffield, 22.4; Birmingham, 2-2.8 ; Bradford, 22.9 ; Leeds,
23.9; Leicester, 24.8; London, 24.9;, Brighton, 24.9 ; Notting-
ham, 25.2 ; Oldham, 25.5 ; Manchester, 26.4; Blackburn, 26.4
Birkenhead, 26.4; Wolverhampton,, 26.6; Liverpool, 28.1 ; Sal-
ford, 28.8; Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 29.3 ; Preston, 32.5; Norwich,
32.9 ; and Cardiff, 34.6. The average death-rate for the week in
the twenty-seven provincial towns was 25.0 per 1,00), and almost
corresponded with the rate recorded in London. The 4,195 deaths
registered duringtheweek in the twenty-eight towns included 375 which
were referred to the principal zymotic diseases, against 398 and 311
in the two previous weeks of these, 95 resulted from whooping-
cough, 78 fromn measles, 65 from scarlet fever, 36 from diphtheria,
35 from " fever " (principally enteric), 33 from diarrhceal dis-
eases, and 33 from small-pox. These 375 deaths were equal to an
annual rate of 2.2 per 1,000. The zymotic death-rate in London
was equal to 2.2 per 1,000; while in the twenty-seven provincial
towns it averaged 2.3, and ranged from 0.4 and 0.5 per 1,000 in
Portsmouth and Brighton, to 3.9 in Leicester, 4.1 in Newcastle-upon-
Tyne, and 11.2 in Cardiff. The deaths referred to whooping-cough,
which had been 91 and 69 in the two preceding weeks, rose
again to 95, and showed the largest proportional fatality in Bir-
mingham an(d Preston. The 78 fatal cases of measles exceeded by
11 the number in the previous week ; this disease caused the highest
death-ratesin Leicester and Cardiff. The 65 deaths from scarletfever also
showed an increase, and caused the largest proportional fatality in
Sunderland, Halifax, and Neweastle-upon-Tyne. The fatal cases of
"fever," which hacl declined from 60 to 34 in the three previous
weeks, were 35 last week this disease caused the highest rates ill
Sheffield and Norwich. The 36 deaths from diphtheria in the twenty-
eight towns included 28 in London, and 2 in LiverpooL All the 33
fatal cases of small-pox in the twenty-eight, towns were recorded in
London,; these were, however, exclusive of 23 deaths of London resi-
dents from this disease whichl were registered in the Metropolitan
Asylum Hospitals situated outside Registration London. The num-
ber of small-pox patients in the Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals, which
had been 1,026 and 1,079 at the end of the two preceding weeks,
declined to 1,013 on Saturday the 3rd; the admissions, which iii the

two previous weeks had been 244 and 161, were 171. The death-
rate from diseases of the respiratory organs in London was equal
to 7.0 per 1,000, and was slightly below the average. The
causes of 120, or 2.9 per cent., of the 4,195 deaths registered during the
week in these twenty-eight towns were not certified, either by regis-
tered medical practitioners or by coroners.'-In the twenty-eight large
English towns, including London, dealt with in the Registrar-Gene-
ral's weekly return, which have an estimated population of 8,906,446
persons, 6,376 births and 4,255 deaths were registered during the week
ending the 10th instant. The annual rate of mortality, which had
been 20.2 and 25.0 per 1,000 in the two preceding weeks, declined
again to 24.9. The rates in the several towns, ranged in
order from the lowest, were as follow: Bolton, 19.0; Brighton, 19.1 -
Sheffield, 19.6; Bradford, 20.4 ; Derby, 20.4; Leeds, 20.5; Ports-
mouth, 21.3 ; Sunderland, 22.1 Salford, 22.2; Halifax, 22.3.; Not-
tingham, 22.7; Huddersfield, 22.7; Blackburn, 23.2; Birmingham,
23.7 ; Oldham, 23.9 ; London, 25.0 Bristol, 25.6 ; Birkenhead, 26.3;
Liverpool, 27.5 ; Hull, 27.5 ; Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 27.6; Norwich,
28.0; Plymouth, 30.2; Wolverhampton, 30.3; Manchester, 30.9;
Leicester, 31.0 ; Preston, 34.8; and Cardiff, 36.0. In the twenty-
seven provincial towns, the death-rate for the week averaged 24.9 per
1,000, and was slightly below the rate recorded in London. The 4,255
deaths registered in the twenty-eight towvns included 91 which resulted
from whooping-cough, 88 from measles, 51 from scarlet fever, 42 from
diphtheria, 37 from " fever" (principally enteric), 36 from small-pox,
and 27 from diarrhcea-in 'all, 372 deaths were referred to these prin-
cipal zymotic diseases, against 311 and 375 in the two preceding weeks.
The zymotic deaths were equal to an annual rate of 2.2 per 1,000. In
London the zymotic rate was 2.0; while it averaged 2.4 in the twenty-
seven provincial towns, among which the zymotic rates ranged from 0. 0
in Birkenhead and 0.4 in Portsmouth, to 5.1 in Newcastle-upon-Tyne,
5.4 in Leicester, 5.9 in Wolverhampton, and 15.1 in Cardiff. The
deaths referred to whooping-cough, which had been 69 and 95 in the
two preceding weeks, declined to 91; and caused the largest
proportional fatality in Cardiff, Sheffield, and Wolverhampton. The
88 fatal eases of measles showed a further increase upon the numbers
returned in the two previous weeks, and caused the highest rates in
Leicester, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and Cardiff. In the last-mentioned
town no fewer than 24 deaths were referred to measles during the week
ending Jan. 10. The 51 fatal cases of scarlet fever showed a decline of 14
from the number in the previous week; this disease was proportionally
mostfatal in Leeds and Halifax. The deaths referred to "fever" showed a
further slight increase upon recent weekly numbern, and caused the
highest rate in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Of the 42 deaths from diph-
theria in the twenty-eight towns, 26 occurred in London, 4 in Bristol,
and 3 in Liverpool. Of the 36 fatal cases of small-pox, 34 occurred in
London (exclusive of 8 deaths of London residents, from this disease, in
the Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals situated outside Registration Lon-
don), one in Liverpool, and one in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. The num-
ber of small-pox patients in the Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals, which
had been 1,079 and 1,013 at the end of the two preceding weeks, fur-
ther declined to 1,000 on Saturday, the 10th instant; 224 new cases
were admitted to these hospitals during the week, against 161 and 171
in the two preceding weeks. The death-rate from diseases of the re-
spiratory organs in London was equal to 7.8 per 1,000, and exceeded
the average. The causes of 113, or 2.7 per cent., of the 4,255 deaths
registered in these twenty-eight 'towns were not certified, either by
registered medical practitioners or by coroners.

HEALTH OF SCOTcH TowxNs.-In the eight principal'Scotch towns,
having an estimated population of 1,254,607 persons, 768 births and
741 deaths were registered during the week ending the 3rd inst.
The annual rate of mortality, which had been 26.9 and 29.6 per
1,000 in the two preceding weeks, further rose to 30.7, and
exceeded by 5.7 per 1,000 the average rate for the same period in
the twenty-eight large English towns. Among these Scotch towns
the rate was equal to 18.8 in Edinburgh, 22.7. in Leith, 24.6 in
Dundee, 26.6 in Aberdeen, 30.3 in Perth, 34.4 in Greenock, 36.6 in
Paisley, and 39.0 in Glasgow. The 741 deaths registered in these
towns included 110 which were referred to the principal
zymotic diseases, against 108 and 110 in the two previous weeks; of
these, 38 resulted from measles, 27 from whooping-cough, 14 from
scarlet fever, 14 from diphtheria, 10 from "fever' (principally enteric),
7 from diarrhcea, and not one from small-pox. These 110 deaths
were equal to an annual rate of 4.6 per 1,000, which was more than
double the average zymotic death-rate in the large English tomns.
The zymotic death-rates in the Scotch towns ranged from 1.5 and 3.3
in Edinburgh and Aberdeen, to 6.2 in Leith and 6.4 in Glasgow.
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The deaths from measles, which had been 36 and 34 in the two pre-
ceding weeks, rose to 38, and included 30 in Glasgow, and
5 in Dundee. The 27 fatal cases of whooping-cough showed a slight
further increase upon recent weekly numbers; 13 occurred in Glas-
gow, and 4 in Leith. The 14 deaths from scarlet-fever were 2 less
than in the previous week, and included 9 in Glasgow. The fatal
cases of diphtheria, which had declined in the four preceding weeks
from 25 to 9, rose again to 14, of which 6 were returned in
Glasgow. The 10 deaths from " fever" were 4 less than in the pre-
vious week; 5 occurred in Glasgow, 3 in Edinburgh, and 2 in Aber-
deen. The mortality from diseases of the respiratory organs in these
Scotch towvns was nearly double that recorded in the corresponding
week of last year, and was equal to 8.4 per 1,000, against 7.0 in
London. As many as 125, or nearly 17 per cent., of the 741 deaths
registered in these Scotch towns were uncertified. - During,
the week endinig the 10th instant, 984 births and 744 deaths were
registered in the eight principal Scotch towns, having an estimated
population of 1,269,170 persons. The annual rate of mortality, which
a been 26.9, 29.6, and 30.7 per 1, 000 in the three preceding weeks,
was 30.5, and exceeded by as much as 5.6 per 1,000 the
average rate for the same period in the twenty-eight large English
towns. Among these Scotch towns the rate was equal to 20.2 in
Paisley, 20.5 in Leith, 20.7 in Aberdeen, 26.8 in Greenock, 29.7 in
Edinburgh, 31.3in Dundee, 34.9 in Perth, and 35.5 in Glasgow.
The 744 deaths registered during the week, in these towns, included 94
which were referredl to the principal zymotic diseases, against 110 in
each of the two preceding weeks ; of tlhese, 30 resulted froma whoop-
ing-cough, 26 from measles, 16 from diarrhoea, 12 from scarlet fever,
5 from diphtheria, 5 from "fever," and not one from small-pox.
These 94 deaths were equal to an annual rate of 3.9 per 1,000,
which exceeded by 1.7 the average zymotic death-rate in the
twenty-eight large English towns. The zymotic death-rates in the
Scotch towns ranged from 1.8 to 1.9 in Paisley and Edinburgh, to 5.3
in Glasgow, and 8.3 in Perth. The deaths from whooping-cough
showed a further increase upon recent weekly numbers, and included
16 in Glasgow, and 5 in Perth. The 26 fatal cases of measles showed
a decline of 12 from the number in the preceding week ; 19 occurred
in Glasgow, and 5 in Dundee. The deaths from scarlet fever, which
had been 16 and 14 in the two previous weeks, further declined
to 12, of which 8 were returned in Glasgow, and 2 in Edinburgh.
The fatal cases of " fever " showed a marked decline from those re-
corded in any recent week; and of the 5 deaths referred to diphtheria,
4 occurred in Glasgow. The mortality from diseases to the respira-
tory organs, in these Scotch towns, was equal to 81 per 1,000, against
7.8 in London. As many as 92, or 12.4 per cent. of the 744 deaths
in these Scotch towns, were uncertified.

HEALTH OF TOWNS IN IRELAND. -During the week ending
January 3rd the total number of deaths registered in the sixteen prin-
cipal town districts of Ireland was 595. The average annual death-
rate, represented by the deaths registered, was 36.0 per 1,000 of the
population, the respective rates for the several districts being as
follow, ranging in order from the lowest to the highest :-Ki]kenny,
12.7; Dundalk, 13.1; Wexford, 21.4; Sligo, 24.1; Waterford, 30.1;
Lurgan, 30.8; Belfast, 31.4; Londonderry, 32.1; Drogheda, 33.8;
Newry, 35.1; Dublin, 37.6; Armagh, 41.3; Cork, 45.4; Galway,
47.1; Limerick, 47.2; Lisburn, 58. 0. The deaths from the principal
zymotic diseases in the sixteen districts were equal to an annual rate
of 3.8 per 1,000, the rates varying from 0.0 in Galway, Kilkenny,
Wexford, Dundalk, and Sliao to 15.4 in Lurgan ; the six deaths
from all causes registered in the last-named district comprising 3 from
whooping-cough. In the Dublin Registration District the deaths
registered during the week amounted to 259. Twenty-six deatihs
from zymotic diseases were registered, being 7 over the number for the
preceding week, but 6 under the average for the last week of the. ten
years, 1874-83. They comprise 3 from measles, 11 from scarlet-fever,
7 from enteric fever, 3 from diarrheea, etc. Seventy-one deaths from
diseases of the respiratory system were registered, being 7 over the
average for the last week of the ten years 1874-83, and 19 over the
number for the week ended 27th ultimo: they comprised 48 from
bronchitis, and 14 from pneumonia. The deaths of 20 children under
five years of age (including 18 infants under one year old), were
ascribed to convulsions. Eight deaths were caused by apoplexy, 16
by other diseases of the brain and nervous system (exclusive of
convulsions), and 12 by diseases of the circulatory system. Phthisis,
or pulmonary cbnsumption, caused 22 deaths; mesenteric disease,
5; cancer, 2; and gout, 1. Ten accidental deaths were registered.
Ih 38 instances there was " no medical attendant" during the last
illness. - During the week ending January 10th, the aver-

age annual death-rate represented by the deaths registered
was 28.7 per 1,000 of the population. The deaths registered in each
of the several towns, alphabetically arranged, corresponded to the
following annual rates per 1,000 :-Armagh, 15.5 ; Belfast, 25.9 -
Cork, 36.3; Drogheda, 16.9; Dublin, 30.0; Dundalk, 26.2; Galway,
13.4; Kilkenny, 29.6; Linierick, 37.8 ; Lisburn, 24.2 ; Londonderry,
16.0; Lurgan, 30.8 ; Newry, 28.1 ; Sligo, 14.4; Waterford, 46.3
Wextord, 21.4. The deaths from the principal zymotic diseases regis-
tered in the sixteen districts were equal to an annual rate of 2.2 per
1,000, the rates varying from 0.0 in Limerick, Galway, Drogheda.
Wexford, Dundalk, Lisburn, and Armagh, to 7.0 in Newry. In the
Dublin Registration District the deaths registered during the week
amounted to 211. Twenty-two deaths fronm zyiiotic diseases were
registered in Dublin, being 12 below the average for the first week of
the last ten years, and 4 under the number for the week ended 3rd
instant ; they comprised 3 from measles, 6 from scarlet fever, 2 from
whooping-cough, 2 from diphtheria, 4 from enteric fever, etc. Fifty-
tllree deaths from diseases of the respiratory systenm were registered,
being 11 under the average for the correspon(ding week of the last ten
years, and 18 under the number for the week ended 3rd instant ; they
comprised 37 from bronchitis, and 5 from pneumonia. The deaths of
24 children under five years of age (includinig 16 infants under one
year old), were ascribed to convulsions. Two deaths were caused by
apoplexy, 3 by epilepsy, 11 by other diseases of the brain and nervous
system (exclusive of convulsions), and 19 by diseases of the circulatory
systenm. Phthisis or pulmonary consumption ccaused 20 deaths. Four
accidental deaths and 1 case of suicide were registered. In two in-
stances the cause of death was "uncertified," and in 27 other cases
there was " iio medical attendant."

HEALTH OF FOREIGN CITIES.-It appears, from statistics published
in the Registrar-General's return for the week ending the 3rd inst.,
that the annual death-rate was recently equal to 27.4 per 1,000 in
Calcutta; the 218 deaths included 17 fronm cholera, and 71 from
"fever." According to the most recently received weekly returns,
the annual rate per 1,000 in twenty of the largest European cities
averaged 25.6, and was 0.6 above the mean rate during last week in
twenty-eight of the largest English towns. The death-rate in St.
Petersburg was 27.8, showing a further increase upon the rates in
previous weeks; the deaths included 12 from diphtheria, 6 fro-m
small-pox, and 8 from "fever." In three other northern cities-
Copenhagen, Christiania, and Stockholm-the death-rate averaged
26.1, and ranged from 15.5 in Christiania to 30.7 in Copenhagen ;
measles caused 22 deaths in Copenhagen, and scarlet fever and diph-
theria showed somewhat fatal prevalence both in Stockholm and
Christiania. In Paris, the death-rate was 23.5, showing a further
decline from the rates in recent weeks; diphtheria and croup caused
38, measles 28, and typhoid fever 11 deaths. No return appears to
have been received from Brussels. The 40 deaths in Geneva, includ-
ing 2 from small-pox, were equal to a rate of 29.5. In the three
principal Dutch cities-Amsterdam, Rotterdam, andl the Hague-the
mean death-rate was 23. 5, and the rate ranged from 18.5 in Rotterdam
to 26.1 in Amsterdam, where 23 deaths resulted from scarlet fever,
11 from measles, and 7 from diphtheria; scarlet fever caused 5 of the
59 deaths in Rotterdam. The Registrar-General's table includes seven
German and Austrian cities, in which the death-rate averaged 25.1,
and ranged from 21.4 and 23.6 in Dresdeni aild Vienna to 28.3 and
29.2 in Prague and Breslau. Measles caused 45 deaths in Berlin, 11
iu Hamburg, and 7 in Dresden; 4 fatal cases of small-pox were re-
turned in Vienna. The death-rate averaged 30.8 in three of the p-in-
cipal Italian cities, being 26.9 in Rome, 31.6 in Turin, and 37.8 in
Venice. Small-pox caused 19 deaths in Turin, 12 in Venice, and IG
in Rome; the deaths from typhoid fever were 12 in Turin and 4 in
Rome. The 114 deaths in Lisbon included 14 from small-pox, and
were equal to a rate of 29.2. In four of the largest American cities,
the recorded death-rate did not average more than 23.1 ; while the
rate ranged from 17.6 in Baltimore to 27.6 in New York; diphtheria
showed considerable fatal prevalence in each of these American cities.

FEES FOR ANAESTHESIA.
Sne, Will you kindly say if it be legal to charge a guinea for the anusthetist, in
addition to the usual £5 fee for amputation of the thigh in a pauper? and oblige
yours faitlhfully, DISTRICT MEDICAL OFFICER.

* We do not think that the Local Government Board has ever decided that
a district mnedical officer would be authorised to send in a claim of £1 Is. for the
services of an anresthetist in any capital operation performed by him; but we
have no doubt that the department would immediately sanction such a grant if
the Board of guardians gave it. We advise that our correspondent should apply
for the same, and state the grounds for such application. It should be re-
membered that, wlhen the scale of extra fees was drawn up, the value of anas-
thetics in diminishing humuan suffering had not been discovered.
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